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Brian Metcalf (Photo: File photo)

GRAND LEDGE - The Grand Ledge Board of Education voted unanimously to terminate Superintendent Brian Metcalf's employment Friday evening after
listening to more than seven hours of public comment during a special meeting.

The meeting came less than a week after Superintendent Brian Metcalf  made comments regarding George Floyd's death in Minneapolis.

Metcalf wrote on Facebook earlier this week comments that placed blame with Floyd, at least in part, for his own killing. The comments sparked outrage
and calls for his resignation.

The Board of Education went into closed session just before 6 p.m., and returned about an hour later. The vote
to move toward termination of his contract was unanimous. Metcalf will be placed on paid administrative leave
until the termination is finalized. 

The board will discuss appointment of an interim superintendent at its June 8 meeting.

Metcalf couldn't be reached for comment Friday evening after the meeting ended.

ADVERT ISEMENT

The meeting, held over Zoom, was attended by about 600 participants at one point, and the pressure from the public and district staff to remove Metcalf
mounted during public comment.
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A screenshot of comments made
May 31, 2020 on Facebook by
Grand Ledge Public Schools
Superintendent Brian Metcalf in
the wake of George Floyd's
death. (Photo: Rachel
Greco/Lansing State Journal)

Grand Ledge Education Association President Greg Almy gave the board a statement that said a vote of the school district's nearly 300 teachers shows
union members don't have confidence in Metcalf's ability to lead the district.

"It saddens GLEA that Dr. Metcalf chose to make comments about an important social issue in our country, not
by simply supporting equality and celebrating diversity, but by questioning if good citizenship would have
prevented Mr. Floyd from losing his life," Almy said during the meeting. "As the leader of our school system, Dr.
Metcalf’s ignorance has left our school district and community tarnished by making tone-deaf remarks about a
socially charged topic."

ADVERT ISEMENT

"As teachers we value making sure all of our students have an equal education and opportunity and because of what happened it created a situation
where our students may not have that anymore," Almy, a teacher at Wacousta Elementary, told the State Journal Friday.

Almy declined to provide a breakdown of the vote Friday morning, saying not all teachers had voted, but he said more than 80% had cast votes and six
out of seven submitted a vote of no confidence in Metcalf, Almy said.
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Comments by community members, parents and former students were, at times, emotional as many former students and parents who are not white
talked about the racism they've experienced in the school district. Many who spoke said the school district and the community are plagued by systemic
racism.
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Former student John Hawkins, who is black, said he'll never forget the memories he made at Grand Ledge schools. Some were wonderful, he said,
including breaking track records and accepting his diploma.

But Hawkins said he also remembers being subjected to racism in the school district, and those moments have stayed with him.

"I will never forget being called (N-word) by my fellow students in the halls on the way to class," Hawkins said.

Grand Ledge parent Rachel Kuntzsch said her family has been "proud to be a Comet," until Metcalf made his comments on Facebook.

Students are asked to "be respectful" in the student handbook, Kuntzsch said. 
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"Does that only apply to our students?" she asked.

Lisa Ashbay Singh, a Grand Ledge High School grad and parent of two biracial children who attend Grand Ledge schools, said countless current and
former students have written online accounts of racism they've experienced as students. She urged the board to read them.

"This man clearly harbors deep-rooted racial bias that a class cannot fix," she said.
ADVERT ISEMENT

Zachary Berry, a Grand Ledge senior who is black, graduates this school year. He said Metcalf's comments about Floyd are "detrimental to our education
system" and the board has been complacent. Sensitivity classes aren't sufficient, he said.

A few people spoke in support of Metcalf during public comment.

Chuck Pantera, a Grand Ledge resident and business owner said Metcalf is not a racist person. "His message to this community as I took it is don't put
yourself in a bad situation," Pantera said.

The special meeting was held to consider "a confidential and privileged attorney-client communication" from the district's attorneys.

Wednesday board member Sara Clark Pierson described the communication as "written guidance," and said it is related "to the events of this week."

Metcalf joined the meeting shortly after 12:30 p.m.

Metcalf resigns from state association board

Metcalf was the president-elect of the Michigan Association of Superintendents & Administrators. The MASA board accepted his resignation Friday
morning.
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In a statement issued Tuesday the Board of Education said its members are "deeply concerned" about Metcalf's statements about Floyd's death, but
Board President Denise Dufort said the board did not intend to fire Metcalf.

Metcalf released a public apology Tuesday and announced he will enroll in "diversity and/or cultural awareness and sensitivity class to help me grow so
that I may better respond in the future."

RELATED:

Official: Grand Ledge superintendent won't lose job over George Floyd comments (/story/news/local/2020/06/02/grand-ledge-superintendent-wont-lose-
job-over-george-floyd-comments/3122514001/)

Grand Ledge official faces backlash over comments on George Floyd (/story/news/local/2020/06/01/grand-ledge-school-official-faces-backlash-over-
george-floyd-comments/5306656002/)

That apology came a day after he released a statement that claimed "mischaracterizations of the full conversation" Sunday on Facebook were made
from "a lone screenshot," of his comments.

ADVERT ISEMENT

The backlash from Metcalf's comments about Floyd's death came not only from the community, and the district's teachers, but from area officials as well.

On Thursday Terrance Augustine, chair of the Eaton County Board of Commissioners released a statement
(https://www.facebook.com/TerranceAugustineCountyChair/) calling on the school board to remove Metcalf.

The statement, posted to Augustine's Facebook page, is signed by Augustine, D-Grand Ledge, and four other Democratic commissioners, as well as
most of the Delta Township board.

Grand Ledge City Councilman Brett Gillespie wrote a Facebook post this week asking school officials to discipline Metcalf.

Contract allows for termination for 'moral turpitude, misconduct'

Metcalf was hired as superintendent in 2011, school district Communications Director John Ellsworth said, and hadn't previously worked within the
district. 

A copy of Metcalf's contract (https://www.mackinac.org/archives/epi/sicontracts/23060_2020-06-30.pdf) reads "The Board shall be entitled to terminate
the Administrator’s employment at any time during the term of this Contract when it determines that Administrator has engaged in acts of moral turpitude,
misconduct, dishonesty, fraud, insubordination, incompetence, inefficiency..."

He earns approximately $220,000 a year, Ellsworth said

Metcalf's comments Sunday, which have been shared widely since and condemned by many,  were part of a response to a May 30 post by Ellsworth.
Ellsworth wrote: "I yearn for peace and conditions to maintain lasting domestic tranquility. My thoughts are with Grand Rapids, the victims of injustice
everywhere, and the blessed peacekeepers."
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"Brian Metcalf needs to be fired," Grand Ledge alumnus Kitt Sharp, 22, said Monday, June 1, 2020. The recent CMU graduate says his Facebook post comments about
George Floyd show his lack of awareness about those of color. (Photo: Matthew Dae Smith/Lansing State Journal)

Metcalf commented on Ellsworth's post, writing, "Burning, breaking windows, and looting is also an injustice -- what happened to Floyd was wrong! A
criminal response is also wrong. Any statement otherwise, condones and perpetuates both criminal acts!!"

In an additional response on the post he wrote, "...it all starts with being a law abiding citizen - had he not paid with counterfeit money, had he not
resisted, had he not been under the influence -- then there would be no contact with officers; that does not excuse the officer; it just eliminates the conflict
to begin with!! It starts with being a good citizen!"

ADVERT ISEMENT

Metcalf's comments came a week after Floyd, a black man, was killed by a white police officer in Minneapolis, and the same day that a peaceful protest
of police brutality at the State Capitol was followed by property damage and fires in downtown Lansing in what Lansing Police Chief Daryl Green called a
"riot."

Tamela Jones, a parent and grandparent of students in the district, said a protest that was planned for 5 p.m. Monday at the Sawdon Building has been
modified into a "celebration for our first win" and to share communication about efforts to push for additional changes needed in the school district.

Contact Rachel Greco at rgreco@lsj.com. Follow her on Twitter @GrecoatLSJ.

Read or Share this story: https://www.lansingstatejournal.com/story/news/local/2020/06/05/grand-ledge-board-pressured-fire-metcalf-over-george-floyd-
comments/3146477001/
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